Chapter III
PRICE REGULATION AND CONTROL
E regulation of prices operates for almost all commodities
JL (including those consumed in restaurants) and for rents.
The department of price control is under the Secretary of State
for National Economy and Finance, which is logical enough, since
the essential object of this control is to maintain the purchasing
power of money.
Alongside it there functions a department of the supply control
under the Secretary of State for Supply.
I. Controls Concerned with Commodities
i. CONTROL OF PRICES
The countless laws and decrees dealing with questions of price
were taken up again, modified and supplemented by a law of
October 21, 1940, which constitutes a veritable charter (further
modified on various occasions, and particularly by the law
published on April 30, 1941). The first clauses relate to the
fixing and publication of prices. Decisions with regard to prices
are taken after consultation with the Central Price Committee or
the committees in the dipartements^ by joint ministerial orders,
orders of the Secretary of State for Finance, or prefects' orders:
the powers of the prefects extend to agricultural products and
foodstuffs sold in the local markets and in the shops. Regional
Price Committees were created by a law published on June 30,
1941, to assist the regional prefects. These clauses apply neither
to the markets for wheat, sugar, and wine, nor to the National
Society of French Railways.
The control of prices is effected by a Central Department and
departments for each region and each dipartement^ with the
assistance of the excise and customs officers, the gendarmerie and
the police (Decree published May 17, 1941). It would appear to
employ about 2000 officials (Rheinisch-Westfalische Zeitung^ May 18,
1941). ^
Subject to special exceptions, prices must in principle remain
pegged to the figures of September i, 1939; any increases must be
expressly authorized.
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